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By Courtney Schofield,
Reporter

voices heard, six days after
students and leaders from
public institutions testified in
support of the bill. Presently,
this is the last course of action
taken by the state senate.
Despite rhe University’s
efforts, the Financial Aid

While nothing has yet been
decided in the Access Missouri
Grants Senate Bill 390, which
threatens to decrease funding
for students who attend
independent
universities,
the University
is taking steps
to
prevent
the bill from
passing, aswell
as preparing
themselves if
it does.
On April 8,
A group ofstudents took a day trip to
the University,
along with students Jefferson City to lobby against the bilL Photo
and leaders from
courtesy of Thomas Puetz.
other independent
institutions, took a trip to
“Access MO” continues
the state capitol to have their
on p.3

New Social Work Program
Gains Instant Student Interest
by Jessica Thurmond,
Reporter

Picking a major is difficult
task for many students, and
beginning
next
semester,
undergraduates will have one
more option to mull over as
the University’s department of
human services debuts its new
social work degree. Headed by
Rebecca Foushee and Sharon
Jackson, the major will focus on
improving the lives of human
beings on individual, family,
and community levels.
Jackson, who will serve as
director of field education with
Kate Mennes, has high hopes
for the degree program, calling
it “an excellent opportunity
for students who are interested
in social work.” Jackson also
feels the major fits in nicely

with the University and its
founders’ mission. “It is a gift
to be at a university and in a
profession that values social
justice, diversity and integrity.
It is reassuring to know that in
today’s world there are students
who have the maturity and sense
of vocation to serve others,”
she says.
The program will aimed at
endowing students with the
“necessary knowledge, values
and skills of the profession”
such as “maturity, critical
thinking, and commitment
to ethical practice,” as well as
training them at “preventing
and solving social problems
through
direct
practice,
political action, education and
research” says Jackson. Social
“Scial Work” continues on p. 3

Faculty Art in Full Bloom
By Abena Ampofo,
Reporter
(photos courtesy ofFine Arts Department)

Some of the participants in
Campus Ministry’s recent “Karelia
Retreat, ” held in Potosi, Missouri
eluring April 17, 18 & 19.
(Photo by Krista Brown)

The band “Impulse" played at
Springfest on April 24. Check
out additional snapshots on p.5
(photo by Krista Brown)

Has our Editor-in-Chief gone
crazy? Find out on p. 12.

The first floor of the Fine Arts Building exudes a feeling of
tranquil existence. It is a gathering place for many individuals and
during March 6 to March 27, the space was enclosed with faculty
produced art in full bloom. A weaved piece, constructed out
of grapevine and weeping willow, crafted by lecturer in fine arts
Lee Suarez, stood admirable on the right corner of the room. To
the left, a large painting produced from oil and enamel on steel,
by associate professor Tim Liddy, bared a collage of large bright
gladiators, horses, and buildings. The piece entitled “Serengeti
possessed vivid figures offset by a grey dim background which
balanced out the drama produced by the spectrum of colors. A
red regal warrior, surrounded by gold and purple hues, obliged
the painting to command
attention, in the midst of
ingenious
masterpieces,
sprinkled throughout the
lobby.
The Fine Arts Faculty
Show displayed a diverse
collection of handcrafted
artwork consisting of fibers,
paintings,
sculptures,
jewelry, ceramics, drawings,
Ceramics by
and mixed media.
Catherine Connor-Talasek
A separate glass enclosed
white
walled
room,
adjacent to the lobby, held pieces made from copper, steel, gold,
bronze, and fired clay/manure displayed with spacious drawings
and photographs. “Black Sun,” a fired clay manure vessel was
created by fine arts department chairperson, Catherine ConnorTalasek. Its companion pieces “Tulip,” and “Totum” both crafted
from fired clay aluminum foil, posed on white platforms and were
reminiscent of American Indian pottery.
All the pieces in the show entice senses into wonder and curiosity.

Lecturer in fine arts Mario Carlos’s copper piece entitled “Balnut”
easily garnered stares of bewilderment. An innocently looking
cracked egg laid on top of a tangled string cooper bird’s nest. The
egg held an infant in fetile position, peaking through its temporary
home. His golden eyes shine directly at the observer while their
eyes struggle to turn away.
Maneuvering through the slender gallery was effortless and each
work of art displayed handcrafted talent, which represents the
facilitators of the Fine Arts Department. Professor Victor Wang,
who teaches drawing and painting, had pieces which adorned
the walls with artwork produced by charcoal. His heritage and
experiences as a Chinese immigrant are incorporated in his pieces
as a way to “unfold expressively” the feelings inside himself.Wang’s
pieces are composed as a result of everyday experiences. “Peking
Duck with the Wings,” a black and white piece inspired by Wang’s
recent trip China had elements of chaos and words all intertwined.
During the trip, he noticed changes in the society such as an
increase in people dining out rather than cooking at home which
triggered an emotion that lead him to conceive the piece. Wang
tells of how one piece was merely inspired after his dog’s attention
was interrupted by a hot air balloon hovering over his house. His
emotions inspire intricate paintings. Wang’s website displays a
variety of pieces unlike the charcoal drawings featured in the show.
Some were large textured pieces with
rich and realistic depictions of scenes
displayed in his mind.
To him, the most important aspect
of the Faculty Art Show is to be
an example to students. To show
students the product of quality
artwork and give them an idea of
how an artist can make a profession
out of their craft. Wang says, “[It’s
important for students] to know
where we come from, how are
teaching relates to our work and how Graphic design!photography
piece by Mark Douglas
our work relates to our teaching.”
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(The Former) Anheuser Busch Funds
Science Building Rehab
By David Dickerson,
Reporter
As University officials prepare
for a new school year, many of
the science, consumer science,
and physical science majors will
be looking forward to a brand
new Science buildingscheduled
to begin construction in the
fall on 2009. With the science
buildings’ original structure
built in 1924 many people like
Vice President for Institutional
Development Marilyn Sheperd
believe the project is long over
due.
“What began on campus as
a comprehensive $20 million
campaign to raise funds
for the University science
building is now turning out
to be something wonderful
for students and faculty,” says
Sheperd, who believes the
renovation has had the total
support of faculty and staff.
Sheperd says, “The students
and faculty deserve it,” even
though rhe current building is

well maintained.
Sheperd says the total project
for the science building has a
estimated cost between $12
and $13 million dollars due to
the rising costs of materials and
the unsettling economy. The
new name on or around the
building will be the Anheuser
Busch building. The Anheuser
Busch company has gifted the
University over two million
dollars in years past with a
lump of it being given at
once in the sum of $1 million
dollars. Sheperd speculates
that unless some horrible
matter comes up between In
Bev and the University about
the appropriateness of the
name for the building, that the
building will remain as first
drafted as the Anheuser Busch
building and not the In-Bev
Busch building.
As stated before, Anheuser
Busch has been a long time
sponsor of the University
contributing to scholarships as
well as the Dunham Student

Academic Center and in the
Anheuser Busch Business
Administration Center in the
West building. The University
will make a public address to
the community during an
event at the Muny on May
5th, 2009. At this point the
University will do what is
know as taking their campaign
public. Most campaigns are
worked in two phases. The
first phase is usually the silent
phase where most of the funds
are raised and the second is
usually the public phase when
the community and alums
get involved to bring in those
final big donations to put the
University over their goal. At
a special event at the muny,
Anheuser Buch will present the
Univerisity with one of those
huge publishers clearing house
checks to draw additional
attention to the University and
its mission of reaching out into
the community.
Other places named
throughout
the
science

building include but are not
limited too the greenhouse,
the west building elevator, a
few of the laboratories and
the Anheuser-Busch Business
Administration Center located
on the third floor. Room is
still available for donors who
would like to participate in
naming opportunities. “What
better way to memorialize your
self and the University than by
contributing to the school that
has helped you pave the way,”
says Sheperd.
Sheperd also acknowledged
a gracious gift given to the
University
by
University
of Missouri St. Louis in
the form of technological
equipment to be housed in the
science building. The science
deparment will designate a
special room for the huge
Electron Microscope which is
“a great addition to the science
program,” says Sheperd. “The
future of the University is
looking bright.”

X'

Fashion Marries Art at Student Presentation
By Jane Armbruster,
Features Editor

Laypeople know major
designers from Project Runway,
others base major projects on
them - such was rhe case with
Fashion Merchandising majors,
who presented background
research and artistic parallels
on infamous designer, Yves
Saint Laurent, and well-known
painter, Pierre Mondrian, in
a formal presentation to an
audience of friends, family,
and department faculty.
The presentation, entitled
“The Marriage of Art and
Fashion,” occurred on the
evening of March 11 in a
Science building classroom.
The “art” concept was based
on the artwork of Pierre
Mondrian, made famous by
his art deco blocks of white
and primary-colored paint
confined by thick, black lines.
Mondrian, along with YSL
(fashion) came together to
popularize a media revolution
The presentation was given
by ten students of the Fashion
Merchandising
Strategies
class, a course designed by
University Instructor Erin

O’Neill who also spoke to
audience members on YSL
and Mondrian connections,
and the accomplishments of
her students.
“These students, that are
your future leaders, are
professionals,” says O’Neill.
“They are learning how to
negotiate. They are learning
how to collaborate. They are
learning how to work together
as teams.” And as for the
research project itself, O’Neill
shed some light on its general
themes. “What is old is new
again,” she says. “The aesthetic:
less is more.”
Master of Ceremonies
Nick Catanzaro, freshman,
officially opened and closed
the event and also provided
designer images and quotes
(“How I adapted rigid lines
on a body of a woman who
moves, I cannot say,” said
Yves Saint Laurent (YSL), also
pegged the King of Fashion).
Catanzaro also introduced
the presentations, which were
given in two-student groups.
The first speakers, Kristin
Watkins, senior, and Nicki
McCabe,
presented
their
theme, “Modern Classic,” a

traditional and clean aesthetic
that still celebrated the
artistic expression of the two
aforementioned artists.
The second student
presentation, showcased by
Lauren Murphy and Nick
Catanzaro,
was
themed
“Studio 54,” a demonstration
of the infamous disco era.
This topic focused on celebrity
influences, musical themes, and
the drugged, erotic aesthetic
of the 1970s club scene. In
the confusing aftermath of
the Vietnam War, the flower
power period and its clothing
mirrored its disorder. The third
presentation given by Leah
Bailey, sophomore, and Andi
Winkler, called “Geometric
Boutique,” centered specifically
on the combination of YSL
dress and Mondrian art, how
art deco design can be adhered
to fabrics and styles.
Ashley Geisz, junior, and
Karen Wilcox presented “Pop
Culture of the Times,” a
showcase of past fads, trends
and their return to current
popularity. The last student
presentation, entitled “Mod
Chic,” presented by Kristin
Heidemann,
junior,
and

Nathan Meecey, senior, a spin
placed on the modern classic
trend. Rather than traditional
simplicity, mod chic presents
a younger, somewhat couture
finish to its garments, while
always centered on the work of
YSL and Mondrian.
The event concluded with a
self-guided tour of the display
cases the students set up to
represent their chosen project
themes. Items included in
individual displays are patent
leather stilettos, a Rubik’s cube,
Absolut vodka, martini glasses,
and a painted panel imitating
the artwork of Mondrian.
Other visual presentations
included
full-bodied
mannequins dressed with
1960s and 1970s clothing, with
the addition of some modern
pieces. Rogene Nelsen, Fashion
Merchandising Professor and
Program Director, temporarily
donated the clothing.
Many in the world of fashion
believe
designer
clothing
is more important than art
because we live our lives in
it, the professors and students
behind the University’s fashion
“YSL” continues on p.3

SAGE Speaks
Out Against
Ridicule,
Reaches Out to
Students
By Jill Rice,
Reporter

The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
and Transgender (LGBT)
community is known to be only
ten percent of the population,
so here at the University the
LGBT community is equally
as small. The Straight and
Gays for Equality (SAGE)
club has
recently
been
restarted in 2007. President
Mary Maxfield says the club
struggles hard for consistency,
since it died out in the past as
students graduated. Maxfield
says “the student body is more
conservative than the faculty.”
She explained how flyers for
SAGE are often torn down by
students or are ridiculed by
them.
SAGE can be found on
Facebook, and has recently
started a blackboard site to bring
the members closer together.
The club has around 20
members, but many members
cannot participate on a regular
basis. Adviser Leslie Doyle says
“we want more students to get
involved.” Maxfield hopes to
gain more members through
showing movies and with the
Blackboard site.
On April 1 SAGE showed
the movie “Pedro” in the
DSAC, about the openly gay
Real World cast member Pedro
Zamora, who had AIDS. The
club offered cupcakes and
punch to a crowd of 20, after
which a discussion of the
movie followed, with about ten
people.
Students found the
movie to be choppy and wished
it had gone more in depth
into Zamora’s life. One of the
main concerns of the movie
viewers was how stereotypes
of gay sex were highlighted
more throughout the movie, as
opposed to Zamora’s activism
to fight AIDS and promote
safe sex.
On April 17, SAGE
participated in the Day of
Silence, where those who chose
to, remain silent for a day to
bring attention to harassment
LGBT people experience.
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Public School Closings Concern Job Hunting Students
by David Dickerson,
Reporter

As University student
educators prepare to complete
their educational requirements
by student teaching in area
school districts, many will have
to chose somewhere to student
teach other than the troubled
St. louis Public School District
(SLPSD).
1 nOctober 2008 theSLPSD’s
Special Administration Board
(SAB) agreed to conduct a
comprehensive plan for the
future use of all of its school
buildings. The Board agreed
to have MGT of America, Inc.
(MGT), a Florida company,
perform thestudy. Aftermonths
of stockpiling data, MG I
presented their findings to the
SAB in January 2009, causing
a mixture of emotions from
board members, community
activist and organizers. Their
recommendation was to close
or repurpose 29 public school
buildings, renovate 30 public
school buildings and construct
two new green state-of-the-art
elementary schools.
Director ofStudentTeaching
Cary Tuckey says University
students will be affected
because they benefit from
exposure to students in diverse
districts. Tuckey commented
that the SLPSD loses out when
they close schools because it’s
the “students that are actually
hurt, not to mention the
wasted district resources that
are already limited.” 1’uckey
understands that the district
has to make cut backs when
funding and enrollment is low
however she says “money can’t
fix an education, but it does

«

give them a means to fix it.”
Tuckey says that at the
moment
the
University
currently has one student
this is student teaching in the
SLPSD however she says we
have a few students student
teaching in a couple other
private schools. She believes
this is so because of students’
location to the district as
well as just the willingness to
teach in the district. “Very few
students request to student
teach in SLPSD,” says Tuckey
however she says student
teching is not the only area
where our students come into
contact with the district. Other
programs outside of student
teaching that involve University
students in SLPSD include
observation experiences as well
as practicum experiences that
are more involved.
Tuckey says “University
students working in SLPSD
are more marketable because of
the exposure and willingness to
work with students in a school
district that is declining.”
Career Builders is another
program that works within
the SLPSD to give students
exposure that hires non
certified teachers working
toward their certification says
Tuckey.
Associate Professor for the
Department of Education/
Special
Education,
Vai
Christensen, says University
students are affected because
they may not be sure what the
future holds for them in the
SLPSD. Christensencomments
that the district does need to
do something if enrollment is
declining; however, she says,
“the student teacher to teacher

ratio is bound to decrease,
leaving more students to teach
and less instructors to do so.”
Christensen goes on to say, “it’s
never a good thing when schools
close because you lose a sense
of community.” Christensen
agrees that it is good to close
troubled schools; however, she
is not sure that busing students
in and throughout the district
is the answer if that is going to
overpopulate classrooms.
University senior and
education major Scott Ellis is
worried for students. “Where
are the students supposed to
go? What about the special
needs students? What are they
suppose to do in tight cramped
classrooms?” Ellis believes there
is no positive outcome from
sending students to a different
school because it makes the
classrooms more populated
with students, “resources more
sparce and its more work for
the teachers.”
Ellis comments that
University
students
are
affected because “we need to
understand that these types of
injustices with school closings
are unfair to the students,
not to mention University
graduates.” Ellis says “it’s also
a problem because it makes
student teachers more cautious
of the districts they volunteer
in as well as student-teach in.”
Other
students
at
the
University also believe the
school closings are going to be
a bad idea. University graduate
student and education major
Jennifer Speares says, “it’s sad
that the community can’t get
the school district together.”
“SLPS” continues on p.4

Social Work” cont’d from p. 1

work is not for everyone; the
discipline requires a respect
for diversity, human rights,
integrity and social justice.”
Because social work is
such a broad field, students
who major in the field may
find themselves working in a
variety of environments, from
hospitals to nursing homes to
homeless shelters. The major
is rising in popularity; social
workers held about 595,000
jobs in 2006 according to
the Bureau of Labor. About
5 out of 10 jobs are in health
care and social assistance
industries, and 3 out of 10
are employed by state and
local government agencies,

primarily in departments of
health and human services.
And social workers make
a good living, from about
$20,000 to $62,000 annually.
In this new major students will
have the opportunity of taking
classes on field social work,
the social welfare system,
social work with individuals,
alcohol and drug addictions,
non-verbal therapies, helping
professions, behavior and
the
social
environment,
child welfare, sexual issues,
contemporary gender issues,
human diversity and social
welfare policy as well as
social work with families and
groups. In addition to course

work, they can find themselves
doing internships in hospitals,
counseling offices, and medical
centers.

For more information
about
the
major,
Jackson recommends
visiting the website
of
the
National
Association of social
work, www.nasw.org.
You can also contact
Jackson or Foushee at
smjackson@fontbone.
edu and rfoushee@
fontbonne.edu.

Fall ‘09 Semester to Bring
Several Campus Changes
By Elizabeth Sharpe-Taylor,
Reporter

The University will bring
new changes to the Fall 2009
semester, as it introduces a new
degree program and transforms
its campus buildings to go
green. The new degree program
and power saving technology
are the main attractions for
the 2009 semester.
Other
additions scheduled for the fall
will depend on budget.
In partnership with
neighboring
Washington
University, the new dual
program will be introduced
as a degree in Occupational
Therapy. Students will be
able to get their bachelor’s in
psychology or biology from
the University, and then take
graduate classes at Washington
University. The partnership
allows students to complete
both their bachelor’s degree
and master’s degree in five
years, and gives students access
to both of the institutions
libraries, parking and other
campus opportunities.
Vice President and Dean
for Academic Affairs Dr.
Nancy Blattner believes the
dual degree program will help
students interested in social
work focus their studies. It will
give them access to numerous
opportunities as they learn
from both institutions.
“Students will be able to
study at both universities. This
partnership most definitely
increases the curriculum we
offer at Fontbonne,” said
Blattner.
Along with the dual degree
program, the academic affairs

c<

department is pushing for
permission to put certain
courses online. Courses such
as masters of supply chain
management and other career
building programs are also on
the agenda for changes to the
University for the Fall 2009
Semester.
Building changes are
underway for the Fall semester
as the University begins to
go green. New power-saving
green technology is in process
to being used over the entire
campus depending on budget.
The Library is currently the
only building with green
friendly lighting.
Vice President of Admissions
and Finance Gary Zack is
hoping to turn more buildings
green over the next semester.
“We hope to start renovations
on the science building this
fall depending on economic
conditions,” said Zack. New
labs, class rooms and offices
are among some of the targets
for the green movement.
Reference Librarian and
Circulation Supervisor, John
Baken says the library is
expecting new interns from
local universities to increase
this fall. Library science
students from the University
of Missouri-Columbia are
expected to help out with
increasing library demands.
The University also plans to
increase staff as applications for
shuttle bus drivers are being
accepted according to shuttle
bus driver Kim Prater. But
with little room in the budget,
other campus departments are
not expecting many additions
this fall.

YSL” cont’d from p.2

merchandising
department
are no exception. “Fashion
permeates so manyareasofstudy
including art, architecture,
psychology,
economics,

sociology, and business,” says
Nelsen. “Yet many people do
not recognize it because we
live in it daily - and it often is
in our subconscious.”

“Acces MO” cont’d from p. 1
Department is not preparing
for the best. They forecast a
reduction in the grant and have
revised students’ financial aid
packages for next school year
accordingly. One student, who
received the grant for this year
in the amount of $3,600.00,
is
estimated
to
receive
approximately
$3,120.00
for next year, a difference of
$480.00, and a decrease of

13%. However, the estimated
award is still larger than the
amount that the bill supporters
hope to achieve. According to
the bill summary, if the bill
passes as it is, the maximum
amount for the grant would
become just $2,850.00.
The University, then, is
expecting a reduction in
funding, but is not expecting
it full-scale.

Students get out and enjoy a
beautiful, warm & sunny day
around campus. A wiffle ball game
was held in the Meadow (left, Dylan
Nimrod at bat), kites were flown in
the driveway, and sidewalk chalk
made a comeback on the patio
(right, Rachel Hanson gets creative).
Photos by Claire Kallio.
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CHIASMA Has Charisma
as Creative Outlet for Students
By Abena Ampofo,
Reporter
“It would be easier/ never
to stop crying/ than to face/
what comes after/ the tears.”
Sixteen words are all it took to
comprise the poem “Vacant”
by University alum Lauren
Wilding.
Five simple lines
exude truth, whilea photograph
of leaves adds artistic appeal to
the April 2007 edition of the
University’s literary magazine
“Chiasma.”
The term chiasma has
both literary and scientific
connotations.
The word is
defined on the back cover of
each magazi ne saying “ch iasma:
(ki-az’-ma) forms of antithesis,
reversals in the order of words
so that the second half of a
statement balances the first
half in inverted word order, as
in Pope’s ‘they fall successive
and successive rise.’”
The title came about in the
mid-nineties when students
decided to rename their current
literary magazine, “Collage.”
Established in the late eighties,
“Collage,” began after its
success as a special section in

the University’s Newspaper.
Prior to that, the University’s
literary magazine had not been
active for a long time. Today,
the magazine continues to be a
venue for writers and artists to
exhibit their work in a publish
forum. “Hopefully it gives the
[reader] a sense of the level
of artistic ability in terms of
creative writing, in terms of
artwork, that we have here. I
think that it really showcases
some of the talent on this
campus that people aren’t
even aware off,” says co-editor
and contributor, Junior Mary
Maxfield.
Literary magazines have
a rich history. “In the early
decades of this century, a new
generation of writers rejected
by publishing houses, found
sympathetic editors at literary
magazines.
Those writers
included Robert Frost, T.S.
Elliot, James Joyce, Ernest
Hemingway and William
Faulkner.” (Council of Literary
Magazines and Presses, n.d.)
Literary magazines are a venue
for new writers to express their
voice, their culture, and their
innovation. They’ve served as a

starting point for many famous
writers and poets such Allen
Ginsberg, who contributed
to his University’s literary
journal, “Columbia Review,”
at the renowned Columbia
University.
A 1994 study
commissioned by the National
Endowment for the Arts
concluded that “most writers
of literature, including those
who go on to prominence,
will [first] find their way into
print through small presses.”
(Feldman, n.d)
“Chiasma” is the best example
of a modest publication
whose contributors have the
potential to thrive in a creative
field. Previously mentioned
poet, Lauren Wildings work
on the magazine as a co
editor and as a member of the
editorial committee aided her
in her application to graduate
school.
“Last semester I was granted
entry into an M.F.A. poetry
class based on the quality of a
number of my poems, several
of which had been previously
published in ‘Chiasma,’” says
Wilding, who’s currently in
the English M.A. program at
the University of Missouri, St.

Louis.
Co-editor and Senior,
Dominic
Dimanche,
has
also lent his craft to the
magazine, and though it was
done reluctantly, he admits
that once he accepted an
invitation to be on Chiasma’s
staff, he “grew to love it, like
an arranged marriage.” The
invitation was made by one of
Chiasma’s faculty advisor’s Dr.
Jason Sommer. “Dr. Sommer
used to read some of my
poetry [and made] a friendly
pursuit of [my] talent,” says
Dimanche.
The magazines editorial
policy prohibits editors and
members of the editorial
team from reviewing their
own submissions, therefore,
co-editors such as Wilding,
Maxfield, and Dimanche were
not allowed to judge their
own work or interfere with
its inclusion in the magazine.
Readers should understand
that “Chiasma” only publishes
student work; the staff is always
encouraging
submissions
from any undergraduate and
graduate students.
“Last year we reached such

Preparing to Hibernate:

a high standard, we had such
high quality submissions and
the final product looked very
good. I would like to know
that even as things turn over...
it continues to maintains that
high standard,” says Maxfield.
Co-Faculty Advisor of
“Chiasma”
and
Assistant
Professor of English, Rose
Shapiro says “The whole
campus gets to see student
writing, they really seem to
appreciate it and they get to
see what students are doing in
creative writing classes but also
what students are doing on
their own.” Shapiro has been
a co-faculty advisor for three
years and due to Dr. Sommer’s
sabbatical this semester; she’s
been sole faculty advisor.
The new issue of “Chiasma”
is available and can be found
all over campus.
Expect
quality literature and art from
budding superstars to fill its
pages. And as the University’s
exclusive literary publication,
“It contributes to campus unity
because you get to see students
across the campus writing and
not being afraid to show their
writing and their creative side,”
says Shapiro.

“SLPS” cont’d
from p. 3

Campus Computers Claimed to be Lazy
By Dan O’Keefe,
Reporter

Using computers at the
University is often problematic
at best. Plagued by slow Internet
connections,
a
frequent
shortage of printer paper and
non-functional hardware, the
University’s computers makes
students and faculty yearn for
the days where slide rules and
typewriters were used. Many
students have complained
about
the
computer
situation. Sophomore Zach
Kasstnan, a man susceptible
to hyperbolizing, said the
computers at the University
are “exactly like the welfare
projects.” Explained this claim
by saying that “there are usually
only three [computers] that
work in Medaille” and that to
move the mouse you first have
to “swing it around.” Junior
Mike McKinlay expressed
similar complaints, saying

that “the internet connection
is more than slow, all the
mousse[sic] I have ever used
are more that broken, [and]
printers are a whole new set
of problems because they are
always out of paper.”
The situation is dire, but many
the problems with technology
at the University may soon be
solved with the arrival of Mark
Franz, the new Vice President
of IT. Greg Taylor, the man
responsible for hiring Franz
said that Franz possessed “upto-dateness” and would be
effective at “delivering services
to students.” Taylor recognized
the problems with the Internet
speed at the University saying
that more bandwidth is
necessary and that “Mark is
going to look at it.” Taylor
made it clear that the changes
in the IT department were
not made because of a failure
of the previous Vice President
of IT Micheal Grissom. Taylor

insisted that Grissom left
because he was “interested in
pursing career opportunities in
a non-academic realm.”
Franz worked at Viterbo
University in Wisconsin before
coming to the University
and has ideas about how to
improve the University already
developed.
Like Taylor,
Franz believes that a lack
of bandwidth is the biggest
problem at the University.
He says that he is looking to
“double the bandwidth” as soon
as possible and is in the middle
of a “comparison between
networks” to find the most
cost effective solution. He is
also looking to replace the core
switch, which is the device that
allows the University’s network
of computers to connect with
the Internet. The infamous
Cisco Clean Access Agent may
also be eliminated by Franz.
He says that he is “reviewing
how it fits in the environment

[of the University” and may
eliminated it. However, he
says that most of the problems
with the Cisco Clean Access
agent are not because of flaws
in the program but because of
the lack of bandwidth .
Although increasing
bandwidth is his first priority,
Franz is also planning to
look into “the replacement
of computers.” He plans to
put the computers an “some
specific schedule” where they
are replaced “every three years
or whatever.” He says that he is
“operating within budgets” and
that all some improvements
may have to be delayed. Also,
he is unsure whether the
money to increase bandwidth
will be taken out of the general
11 budget or whether more
money will be allocated so he
is unable to make solid plans
on future IT improvements.

Speares believes that problems
within the district will cause
students to not want to
observe there, but she thinks
University students “need to
see how bad the district really
is.” Speares says, “students
benefit from teaching in the
district by getting experience
with classroom management
in addition to volunteering
and just helping the students
out.”

For more
information, or
to voice your
opinion, visit the
St. Louis Public
School District s
website at
SLPS.ORG
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An Easy Way to Go Green:
Andreas Favorite Green Shopping Options
By Andrea Castleberry,
Reporter

The clothing production biz
uses up beaucoup resources.
By creating artificial dyes,
throwing away leftovers and
using unnatural fibers, the
fashion industry is lending
a big, helping hand to the
destruction of our world.
However, there is a surprisingly
simple solution to this: do
not financially support such
businesses. Instead, spend your
hard-earned cash on clothing
brands and retail stores that
uphold the Green Movement!
Here are some of my headto-toe recommendations for
becoming an eco-friendly
shopper.
First of all, everyone has their
favorite T-shirt. However, 1
do not think everyone has
their favorite “green” T-shirt
yet. Sayitgreen.com gives an
opportunity for the customer
to customize his or her own
tee using the company’s eco-

friendly design templates.
Organic cotton ensures that
the shirts have never hurt
the environment. Or for the
creatively-challenged,
www.
fairtribe.com offers numerous,
stylish
tees
to
choose
from, all created in a green
environment.
Next to T-shirts, jeans are a
staple of any person’s wardrobe.
If each person on Earth owned
five pairs of jeans, imagine
how much would be saved if
those jeans were eco-loving!
And now, for easy accessibility,
Levi’s has contributed to the
movement. For those who
wear low-cut skinnies, bootcut
or wide leg jeans, Levi has
every body covered. I would
strongly recommend visiting
their official website to find the
nearest provider to you. Please
note, though, organic jeans
cost a pretty penny. However,
it is worth the extra dough
because once buying green
products become popular,
costs will rapidly decrease. It
only takes a handful of people

Snapshots from Springfest ‘09!
Photos by Krista Brown, Editor-in-Chief
(Below left) College Democrat’s “fishing” booth; (right) Maggie Pohl on the bull

to start a movement.
And last, but certainly not
least, you must wear shoes,
right? So, why not walk with
green carbon footprints? A
company called Simple Shoes,
found at www.simpleshoes.
com, does green in a great
way. They use materials such
as organic cotton, un-bleached
hemp and recycled car tires,
inner tubes and plastics which
eliminate hazardous and nonbiodegradable
byproducts.
Also, this company vows to
be 100% eco-friendly at all
times. Simple Shoes claims
that they would like to start a
“Shoetopia.”
So, now is your time to join
the “Greentopia.” No, you
do not have to save the world
by breakfast; however, by
integrating green fashion into
your new, eco-friendly lifestyle,
you can slowly give back by
cutting down pollution in
the air, allowing more trees
to grow and eradicating those
god-awful landfills.
(Above) Monica Potter in CAB’s tricycle race

Study Abroad Program Deemed Affordable, Accessible
By Jackie Revelle,
Reporter
Ever wondered what it
would be like to live in
a foreign country? How
about someplace that
would change your life,
offer opportunities to
advance in your career,
and a chance to explore
a beautiful country or
two.
The University’s
semester
abroad
program can provide
this opportunity. A
University student can
travel abroad for a week,
a month, a semester, or
even a year. During this
trip they will earn credits
from various courses
that will apply towards
the student’s degree. It
is paid for through the
financial aid and student
loans. In that sense, it is imore
affordable than imagined.
There are many different
choices offered. Such examples
are London, Ireland, China,
Taiwan,
and
Italy.
The
University’s
website
goes
into further detail about the

is participating in the London
program.
What can a University
student expect from a
semester abroad?
A University student
can expect to find cultural
diversity, new friends in
a great environment, and
to grow and expand as a
person.
What is the cost of living
like in London?
Quite expensive! So, you
learn how to budget your
money fairly quickly.
What is there to see
or do in London on the
weekends?
The Tower Bridge, not
to be confused with the
London Bridge, Camden
Market for a diverse
shopping
experience,
London Eye, Big Ben,
Parliament, Shakespeare’s
Globe Theatre, and the
Rowan in Paris
River Thames.
(photo courtesy ofRowan)
Do you feel like you’ve
For more information or to sign
gained any connections or
up, see Dr. Gallagher in East
opportunities to advance in
321. But, to fully understand
your career by studying abroad?
the experience first hand, and
Any benefits in general?
how the program operates,
I don’t feel like I have made
an interview was conducted
any specific connections,
with Jessi Rowan, junior who
being that my major is

program and some selected
pictures of satisfied students
during their travels.

very independent. There is
not much direction. You
pretty much have to figure out
everything on your own.
Would you recommend this
to another University student?
Of course I would
recommend this experience to
all other University
students! Studying
abroad in London
was a great once
in
a
lifetime
experience
that
I think everyone
should get!
Are there any
experiences you
would like to share
that could benefit a
University student
that is planning
on doing the
:
semester
abroad
Rowan in London
Yes!
|to
London?
(photo courtesy ofRowan)''
T h e
A word of advice that
coursework
is
not
too
1 would give is just do not be
challenging
because
the
afraid to get out and go explore.
teachers encourage us to travel
There is always something
and explore Europe while we
going on in London, go find
have the chance. And of course
it! Also, take the opportunity
it is a blast to participate in!
and do some traveling! There’s
Would there be anything
so much to see and experience,
you would change about this
and you might as well go while
program?
you can!
This program makes you

Education. However, I feel
having studying abroad on my
resume will perhaps enhance
my opportunities for future
careers.
Was this program easy to get
through and fun to participate

Features
Krista Brown

This year’s Spring Formal was
held at the Forest Park Golf'
Clubhouse. (Left) Thomas
Puetz, Natalie Stickling and
others get down to the Cha
Cha Slide and (right) Bridget
Holmes andfriend dance to
the beats of Usher. This year’s
dance was a definite success!

Krista Brown
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The Man, The Myth...George Tucker, the Legend
By Elizabeth Sharpe-Taylor,
Reporter
“Notice the dyed shoes to match their outfits,”
music appreciation instructor Dr. Judy Failoni
says to a room of students. Standing at the head
of class, she projects images and passes newspaper
clippings of classic Motown record groups such
as The Supremes and The Temptations. Piling

Tucker, in front of Ryan Hall
(photo by Claire Kallio)
up, the clippings end in the lap of one particular

student. Sitting quietly in the front row, and having
seen the clippings before, this unique student gives
the clippings back to the instructor and continues to
take notes.
Not much is known about this very quiet student
in the front row of class, but his personal story is
unlike most in the University community. He walks
with a black roller backpack behind him, and smokes
Poker cigarettes occasionally between classes. Often
seen in front of Ryan Hall in his black leather coat,
he’s good friends with the shuttle driver and very soft
spoken. For the most part, that’s all anyone knows
about George Tucker. Well, that and that he’s 55
years old and will be receiving his very first bachelor’s
degree this spring from the University.
“I don’t really know him, bur I know who he
is, says junior Sam Wideman. She, like many other
students and faculty, know Tucker, but not much
about him.
He’s very cordial, very neat, and dedicated to
graduating, says long time friend Audrey Lindsey
who has known Tucker for over 40 years, first meeting
him when he was 10 years old. “He’s always cared
about other people, wants the best for everyone and
is determined to get his degrees,” she said.
After receiving a phlebotomy certificate and
pharmacy certificate from Forest Park Community
College, Tucker transferred to the University to
complete his undergraduate degree, majoring in
general studies. “I wanted to attend a Catholic
school that would accept my credits,” he said. “No

other school would work with me academically and
financially, so here I am.”
And here he is. The airless gentleman is set to
walk across the stage this spring semester, ready and
eager to move onto his master’s degree in business
administration.
I m staying here at Fontbonne for my masters,”
Tucker says. The financial package he intends to receive
has convinced him to remain at the University over his
other option, The University of Missouri St. Louis.
A four-year volunteer at St. Alexius Hospital, Tucker
says he has witnessed some of the events that are in
history books. “I remember The Temptations in the
good old days,” Tucker says with a chuckle. Seeing
students learn about the musical groups he listened to
makes him happy he’s in school.
Director of Institutional Research and Assessment
Dr. Matt Feldmann says that in the last two decades,
only 4% of University graduates since 1990 were over
the age of 50. That makes Tucker one of 178 students
over 40 to graduate from the University in the last
nine years.
Final arrangements for Tucker’s graduation
are underway as he prepares for the May 16
commencement. Tucker says he will miss his classes
like his favorite music appreciation, but is excited to
graduate. When asked about his anticipated grades
and plans for his next semester in graduate school,
Tucker said hes confident he will be fine, but “won’t
count my chickens before they hatch.”

Fontbonne Students Tune in and Veg Out
by Cathy Burns,
Reporter

Most Fontbonne students are too busy getting
straight As and participating in extra curricular
activities to have much leisure time. When they do
have time, they are probably torn between attending
community activism lectures, discussing the symbolic
value of Paradise Lost, or renting esoteric indie
films too ribald or intellectual to be released in local
theatres. However, when they need to relax after a
long day of scholarly pursuits and self-improvement,
how do students unwind? If their fingers are too tired
to Facebook or Hip through the new Guiness World
Record book at the library (there’s a chocolate igloo!),
and they can barely muster the strength to keep their
eyelids open, many of them turn on the tube (or go to
the Internet) for shows they have come to enjoy.
"1 like ‘The Office’,” says Matthew Huber, junior. “I
enjoy the dry humor. Of course he’s referring to the
American version of the U.K. comedy, which began
in 2005. Even students who have never worked in a
corporate office environment like the fictitious Dunder
Mifflin appreciate the show’s wit and originality.
OP HONS student Nick Jones says, “Since my life
is work and school, my entire life is based on what I
can find to record. FiVo is my friend. I don’t get all the
crazy cable channels because I’m being cheap! It’s a bit
embarrassing but I do enjoy ‘Desperate Housewives.’ I
totally dig ‘Brothers and Sisters.’ Kind of reminds me
of my family, but without the philandering father.”
Some students enjoy shows of a different genre. For

example, senior Tara Herron likes ‘Nip/Tuck’ and
‘ER,’ but says, “My favorite show that is no longer
playing is A Different World.’ I love Dwayne Wayne
and Whitley.”
Christina Chulka, junior, says, “I don’t really
watch any current shows. All the shows I do watch
- ‘Seinfeld’, ‘Arrested Development,’ ‘Red Dwarf,’
‘Keeping Up Appearances,’ Ally McBeal’ - aren’t even
on FV anymore. In fact, we don’t even have our TV
hooked up to cable or even basic television. Strange,
1 know.” Another student even admitted to watching
the show “Family Matters,” because of (not in spite of)
the nasally iibernerd Steve Urkel.
A newer show gaining popularity with Fontbonne
students is “Flight of the Conchords,” an HBO comedy
about a New Zealand duo attempting to live the
rock nroll dream in NYC. The show appeals to many

students, not just females who dig guys with accents.
According to former Fontbonne student Carol-Anne
Renick, It really speaks to the college generation, a
low budget band living in the city, having an uncanny
ability to turn any situation into a song.”
Students now have additional vegging options,
thanks to the arrival of the GMC (Griffin Movie
Channel, of course) channel 46. The channel began
airing movies March 23 and will expand its repertoire
next semester. GMC offers a broad selection, from
the Oscar-winning film “The Pianist,” to the lesscerebral romantic comedy “Because I Said So.” A link
to showtimes can be found on the University’s website
at www.fontbonne.edu/channel46.
In addition, commuters - who are a significant
portion of the University population - finally have
their own space on campus. The Commuter Den is
now located on the fourth
floor of Medaille Hall,
and is great spot students
can partake of their
favorite leisure activities.
Although an investigative
visit to the Commuter
Den did not reveal a
television as yet, there is a
foosball table and further
renovations are scheduled
before the area is officially
dedicated in the fall.

Photo courtesy of Hulu.com, where students can watch theirfavorite showsforfree!

Features
Fontbanner

Page 7 - May 2009

Is It Appropriate? A Survey of Cultural Appropriateness at Fontbonne
by Rachel Hanson,
News Editor
Behaviors of all the people
around campus can be
baffling,
surprising,
and
shocking. Take a look at a
day in the life of new transfer
students, Alice Inappropriate
and Ian Appropriate, who are
confused on what is culturally
appropriate at the University.
Arriving on campus,
Alice overhears a University
employee
whistle
and
comment about his or her
appreciation of the, ahem,
good features of an attractive
woman who walks by. Alice
feels a little uncomfortable. Is
it appropriate?
No. If the action of the
bus driver makes students
uncomfortable, it is not. As
an employee of the University,
this person has an obligation
to ensuring the safety of the
students. Making students
feci uncomfortable or even
unsafe, deems his actions
inappropriate, even if he or
she are only showing that he
values the aesthetic beauty of
the female form. He or she

are also making the University
liable for a sexual harassment
suit.
Going to grab a cheese
bagel before Biology class,
Ian notices students use the
Handicap Button to open
the door into the DSAC.
He notices students also do
this going into the science
building. Is this appropriate?
Yes and No. It is appropriate
if the person does not have
the open hand to manually
open a door or is rightfully
disabled. But, if using the
button is a simple convenience
that removes the little effort
it takes to open a door, it is
inappropriate. Not only does
overuse lead to the breaking
down of the handicap buttons,
constant use is not “green.”
Each time the button is pushed,
it uses electricity to open the
door and hold it open. The
time in which the door is held
open is longer than generally
needed, so therefore heat or air
conditioning are being let out.
Neither of these practices are
energy efficient.
Alice sees a student leisurely
smoking a cigarette while

Students Celebrate
Cinco De Mayo
by Jessica Thurmund,
Reporter
Bring on the sombreros,
tacos and empanadas! In

Mexico, Cinco de Mayo marks
the day on which the country
won
independence
from
colonial rule in 1862. In the
US, however, the holiday is an
opportunity to enjoy authentic
Mexican cuisine, heritage and
culture.
Thanks to the University’s
multicultural
affairs
department, students will not
have to travel far or spend too
much hard-earned dough on
May 5 to experience a little
south-of-the-border zest: a
luncheon will be served in

Ryan Hall with a wide array
of delicious dishes. Last year’s
menu consisted of Posole,
Mexican Cornbread, Pork
Carnitas, Vegetable Quesadillas
and Tortilla Soup.
Can’t make it to the
luncheon? No problema!
There are plenty of places
near campus to find a little
fiesta.
Chill with your amigos at
Chevy’s Fresh Mcx on Olive
Blvd., Chimichanga Mexican
Restaurant on Grand Blvd,
or Pueblo Solis on Hampton
Ave.
If you live near campus,
you might even want to
throw a big Cinco de Mayo
party and make your own
Mexican dishes such as GreenGreen guacamole, layered
black bean dip, Mexican
layered dip, cheese and bacon
Jalapeno, fresh corn salsa or
salsa roll-ups. Mexican Flag
cake, with strawberries, kiwi
and cool whip, is also sure to
be a hit. For more information
of these great dishes go to
www.kraftfoods.com, and have
a tasty Cinco de Mayo!

walking between buildings
in the arcade outside the East
Building. Seeing as there is no
Ash Stash, thestudentproceeds
to toss the leftover butt onto
the ground and stamp it out.
Is this appropriate?
Y es and No. Although
smoking is not prohibited on
campus, it is prohibited in all
arcades. The student has the
right to walk and smoke, as
long as they stay out of the
arcades. As for tossing the
butt on the ground, this is
inappropriate. This is littering
and defiles the beauty of the
campus. The student should
have ensured the butt was out
and dropped it into a trash can
or ensured their butt ended up
in an Ash Stash.
Ian discovers that the
Personal, Professional, and
Cultural Dress class he hoped
to register for would not
go through on the student
information
management
server. He proceeds to an office
on campus to seek guidance.
Upon asking the secretary his
question, he is met with eye
rolls, sarcasm, and a general
unfriendliness. He is made

to feel foolish for his lack of
knowledge on the problem’s
answer. Is this appropriate?
Not appropriate. A student
is a consumer and should
be treated as so.
General
friendliness and customer
service should be expected
from any staff member at
the University, of whom
the student’s tuition ensures
employment. The actions
of the employee could be
misconstrued as disrespect for
the students.
During Alice’s scrumptious
dinner in a campus eatery,
a fight breaks out between
two employees over the
missing soup of the day.
Tempers flair and voices rise.
A shouting match breaks out
and Alice is assured this not
an unusual occurrence. Is this
appropriate?
No. Again, students are made
uncomfortable by this blatant
display of anger. Although they
are showing that confrontation
and open discussion are values
of theirs, it is inappropriate.
The main issue is that this
would not occur during lunch
hours, when faculty and
staff are present to witness it.

Employees of the University
should act upon the same
principle, whether or not their
boss or the faculty are present.
Ian is headed to his car at
the end of a strenuous first
day and finds himself being
followed by a mysterious
SUV. Ian does not show his
fear; but is unfamiliar with
why this SUV is so interested
in him. Is this appropriate?
Yes. All students and faculty
are aware of the parking
situation at the University. It
has become common practice
for those trying to find a
space to follow others who are
leaving. This is appropriate. It
is simply showing a sense of
resourcefulness in the driver of
the mysterious SUV.
Hopefully Alice and Ian
are Fontbanner readers, as
this will clarify the difference
between what is appropriate
and inappropriate behavior at
the University, despite what
happens in reality. Cultural
norms of the community are
heavily evident in events that
occur on campus, but though
they are normal, it does not
mean they are appropriate.

Students, Staff & Faculty
Head to Ireland on Campus Ministry Spring Break Trip!
by Krista Brown,
Editor-in-Chief
Photos courtesy ofSarah
Schumacher and Angie Schmidt
A lively group of 23 students,

faculty and staff spent their
Spring Break in beautiful
Ireland, visiting places such

as Dublin, New Grange,
Gallway, and historical sites
like the Croagh Patrick (the
Holy Mountain of Saint
Patrick, where legend tells
that he ventured to and
spent 40 days and 40 nights
praying for Ireland),
the Blarney Castle
(where many of the
travelers kissed the
Blarney Stone for the
gift of eloquence),
and Whitefriar Street
Carmelite
Church
in Dublin (where
Assistant
Director
of Campus Ministry
received a surprise visit
from her now-fiance, who
proposed to
her in the
church!).
One of
the
most
memorable
nights
of
the trip for
many of the
travelers was
the
night
before their
departure.

when

had dinner

hung out in a sports pub in
Dublin. It just so happened

that, on that night, there
was a major Ireland v. Wales
rugby match being televised,
so many of the trip-goers got
to witness the Irish “pride and
rowdiness” first-hand. Luckily,
Ireland won the match. The
group departed for Ireland on
April 13 and returned back to
Fontbonne on April 22.
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Baseball Successful After Rebuilding
by Sam Waites,
Sports Editor

One month into the 2009
season, there is evidence
that the men’s baseball
team is benefitting from the
rebuilding efforts of the last
few years. The Griffins were
9-6 after returning from their
Spring Break trip to Florida
where they won .500 of their
games finishing the week 4-4.
During their annual sojourn
in the Sunshine State, the
Griffins played against some
tough Division III competition
including:
University
of
Wisconsin-Stevens
Point,
University of MassachusettsDartmouth,
Farmingham
State, Sewanee, University of
Boston-Massachusetts,
and
wrapping up the trip with a
game against Milliken.
While in Florida the Griffins
were led by junior Blake Tolan,
sophomore Jason Nikolaisen,

and senior Justin Jurgensmeyer.
Tolan led the team with 14
hits, batting .438 for the
week, while Nikolaisen hit
.393 scoring nine runs in eight
games and the Sr. Jurgensmeyer
contributed with 10 RBI’s and
an impressive .308 average. The
promising performances of the
first season have restored fans’
confidence in - and created
some high expectation for - the
coaches and players alike.
The Griffins began their
divisional games on March
25, splitting a double header
with Blackburn College; the
University broke open a close
one in Game I eventually
winning 8-4. The second game
was a riveting pitcher’s duel
and a heartbreaking loss for
the Griffins in the top of the
11 th inning, the final score
being 4-3.
As of April 1, the split with
Blackburn was the team’s
only divisional loss in the

Softball Team on
the Up and Up
by Jill Rice,
Reporter

Halfway through the season,
the Fontbonne softball team is
picking up steam. The Griffins
just pumped out a six game
winning streak. Earlier in the
season, the team struggled for
wins, with only three wins and
ten losses.
At the beginning of their
season, the team traveled to
Florida, in which they won
three out of the ten games.

young season. The Griffins
ameliorated their winning
record in a double header
against MacMurray College
in games rescheduled for
a doubleheader on March
30; inclement weather had
postponed the first pitch
originally scheduled for
March 28. The season’s
bright start has the Griffins
feeling like winning their
first SLIAC Championship
since 2003 is a realistic goal.
Head Coach Ryan Good,
entering his third season as
manager ofthe team, is excited
about the Griffins’ potential
and believes that his team
can go deep into post season
play. The addition of assistant
Head Coach Adam York has
been beneficial for everyone
involved. York’s presence in
the dugout appears to have
lifted the team’s spirits, as well
as making Coach Good’s job a
whole lot easier.

Brittany Kim at bat
(photo by Claire Kallio)

%

Josh Kraemer at bat
(photo by Claire Kallio)

position here at the University,
working with the players on
both the offensive and defensive
strategies of the game. Despite
the taboo of coaching for a
former SLIAC Rival, York
expresses great enthusiasm for
his new home.
The players feel a similar
surge of optimism. Coach
Good must feel confident
about the Griffins’ veteran
leadership; led by senior
outfielder Andrew Almany and
senior pitcher John Antone,
the sky is certainly the limit
this season for the Griffins as
they kick off their Conference
schedule at home. The Griffins
play all of their home games at
downtown Clayton’s beautiful
Shaw Park, so be sure to get
out there and cheer the Griffins
on as they hit and pitch in the
SLIAC Conference.

Spring Sports Snapshots
Photos by Krista Brown and Rachel Hanson

The games in Florida were
“very competitive and full of
great opportunities for us to
evaluate how we did in training
the previous eight weeks” says
Coach Bill Rosner.
With
more than 20 games left the
team hopes for more, as they
continue to rack up the wins,
currently they have ten wins
and twelve losses.

Coach Rosner says the
team is their own star player,
“we believe that together we
can play against anyone” says
Rosner. The team is still
keepingtheirconcentration
on academics, with a team
GPA nearing 3.3, and
hopes to be in the Top
20 All Academic team
ranking.
The team wraps up their
season playing against
Eureka College and then
Washington
University
at the end of April, with
hopes of making it into
Tournament
Regio nals
held in May.

After
finishing
his
undergraduate degree and
baseball coaching career at
Lincoln College and Webster
University, (both of which
are division rivals of the
University), York took on his

Kaitlin Titsworth (above)
proves her endurance
during a track and field
meet. Juniors Mary Gould
and Monica Ellebracht
(below) in their doubles
match against Maryville.

Senior Sara Hermann
(above) and freshman
Libby Brauss (left) in their
match against Maryville.
Some of the men on the
track and field team sprint
to the finish line (below).
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Lacrosse Losses
Fail to Represent Hard Work
by David Cartier,
Reporter
Photos courtesy
of the Heikamps

This year, both the men’s and
women’s lacrosse teams have
had a tough but productive
season.
The men’s team
currently stands at 3-3 with six
games left, while the women’s
team is struggling at 3-6 with

am very pleased with how well
we played against these tough
teams and thought that they
could have gone either way
had we caught some breaks.”
For the women, freshman
Mary Alice Pierce, sophomores
Emily Spalding and Caroline
Heitkamp, and senior Katie
Radeackar are their key players.
For the men, juniors Brooks
McGee and Jack Diemert are

Mary Alice Pierce

five games left. Each
program
traveled
during
spring
break.
Ihe men had two
games in California against
Drew University and Whittier
College, both of which they
lost. I he women played five
games in Colorado and went
2-3. They
beat
Fort
L e w i s
College
and Pacific
University
and lost to
Denison
University,
Regis
University,
and
Colorado
College.

“We played
some really
tough
teams
in j
Colorado,”
Womens Head Coach
Monica Potter says. “I

fundamentals.
“Mentally
physically we areastrong
team,” Potter says. “It’s
the fundamentals and
basic skills that we seem
to be having trouble
with. We need to focus
more on those things
and we will become a
better team for it.”
The men’s biggest
weakness is consistency.
“You never know
Scott Shank makes a diving shot , . L
*
which team is going to
show up sometimes,” Men’s
the key players on offense while
sophomore John Gornik leads
the defense. Both programs
see defense as their strongest
suit.
Ihe women’s main
weakness seems to be lack of

Head Coach Nick.;'£ •’
Silva says. “We play ■ *
great one day and
then not so great another. We
need to be more consistent in
the way we play and it will
help us grow as a team and
produce better scores and a
better record.”
The biggest news out
of each program is that the
men have locked a conference
selection for next season. The
Midwest Lacrosse Conference
is a new conference that will
be starting next season with
six teams, one of which is

Charles Heitkamp

Fontbonne. This is a huge
step for the program and will
hopefully be the start of yet
another Fontbonne-dominated
conference.
The women are also
working on entering the
Southern Collegiate Athletic
Conference next year, but
nothing is official as of yet.
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Dyin’ for Ryan...

Ryan Hall Restaurant Review
by Rachel Hanson,
News Editor
Upon my arrival at Ryan
Hall, I was surprised by the
beauty of the outside of the
building. It was gorgeous
stone, remnant of a past era
that should be honored with
an air of sophistication. I was
enthralled at the idea of the
dining experience the Ryan
Hall Cafeteria had to offer me
after the aesthetic enjoyment
the exterior of the building
had provided me.
The interior of the Cafe’
was startling in comparison to
the exterior. It was dominated
by washed out greens, blues,
and burgundies. The fantastic,
old brick walls were the only
redeeming factor from the
instationalized
boringness
of the interior decor. I saw it
must be seat yourself, with no
matrede on duty. Choosing a
seat was difficult, with many
options and obvious cliques
to choose from. Settling in
among some familiarly dressed
athletic types, I felt as if this
meal would be worthwhile.
I stepped up the entrance
of the cafeteria, wallet in hand,
ready for the sting of a dent in
my checkbook. I realized at
last, that my student i.d. served
as the only currency necessary.

Whew! Swiping with gusto,
I was met by George, a smiling
friendly man. He proceeded
to call me “darling,” and wish
me an enjoyable meal. Service
that enthusiastic should always
come at the beginning of meal.
I proceeded to the single buffet
line and find that my plate is
simply too hot to hold and
that the first fork I chose had
something left-over from lunch
on it. In trying to live “green,”
I skipped the tray and used my
plate as practice in self control.
I chose another fork, the one
with the most even tines, and
moved on my way.
The first dish I happened
upon was a “vegetable medley,”
which lived substantially up
to its name. In tasting, they
served to meld into one in my
mouth, with no distinction
between a carrot, cauliflower,
or green bean. I renamed
them
“vegetable
melt-inyour-mouth,” not the most
satisfying. By my dinner
companions, I was told I was
“in luck,” because that day was
Mexican and Italian day. The
mixture of the two was rather
confusing, but I didn’t judge.
Ihe main dishes consisted
of spaghetti and meatballs,
rice and beans, garlic bread,
burritos, and a nacho bar.
Evidently the nacho bar was

a specialty, as I had to wait in
line for at least ten minutes
while the man serving choose
the most perfect chips to place
on my plate. The salad bar

was impressive overall,
with creative pasta
salads that I chose to
forego. The dressing selection
was impressive though I found
the oil and vinegar containers
looked as if they and their
contents were circa 1950.
The burrito filled with beans
and beef, initially, was tough to
dig into, but I found the tastes
enjoyable after letting the salsa
soak into it enough to cut it.
Though relatively uncreative,
nachos were familiar and
satisfying. Who doesn’t enjoy
stale chips slathered in salsa,
nacho cheese, beef, sour

cream, and any other fattening
topping relevant? Salad was...
forgettable. As most salad bars
have come to be, but I did get
rave reviews of the raspberry

desserts spectacular.
With a little creativity and
mixing’ n’ matching, perfect
desserts were plated. I had
three. Standing alone, the rice
krispies were wonderful.
They were remnant of
the better days without
tuition fees and midterms.
The chocolate cake was
perfectly moist with a
little chocolate syrup. But
my favorite creation was
what I called “Blondie
Oreo brownie explosion.”
By adding caramel and
ice cream to the brownies
and topping with Oreo
crumbs, I found myself in
a blissful mood and fuller
than a stuffed turkey.
Students dine in Ryan Hall
If a student or stranger
Photo by Claire Kallio
happens upon the hidden gem
vinaigrette from my fellow
of the Ryan Hall Dining room,
I recommend they watch their
eaters. Spaghetti was very
food choices carefully. For
satisfying; especially as to the
those hesitant of meat dishes,
fact no vegetables were hidden
stick to the salad bar, a basic
within it. The marina was a
food staple. Pastas and other
little sweet, which I argued
carbohydrates, especially if
about with the woman sitting
next to me. My mother never
served in the specialty bar,
put brown sugar in her sauce,
come highly recommended
but my companion preferred it
as first choice entrees. But,
that way.
don’t forget to hold out a large
The Dessert Bar, however,
portion for the overflowing
dessert bar and use creativity
should have been a restaurant
to make your own dessert
in itself. Although dessert has
masterpiece!
always held a special place in
my heart, I found Ryan Hall’s

Senior Celebrates Graduation Chance to Stay Another Semester
by David Cartier,
Reporter

Spring is a great time for
students. The weather is
warming up and school is
winding down. Students can’t
help but be happy. But for
seniors it is an even greater
feeling, the feeling that can
only come from not having
to go to school ever again in
their lives (excluding students
who go on to receive their
masters). I’m sure it is a
glorious feeling. But what
about those seniors, myself
included, who won’t be
graduating in may?
I asked senior Sean
Bateman, a business major
who won’t be graduating until
December 2009, how he felt
about having to stay in school
while most of his fellow
classmates graduate ahead of

him.
than expected.
“It’s unfortunate. I mean, I
Like Bateman, I also
probably could be graduating
squandered my freshman and
with them if it weren’t for all
sophomore years away with
the partying. I took it way to
parties, Playstation, and other
easy freshman and sophomore
foolishness. I also decided to
year, and now I have to play
pick up a minor in business
catch
»
up,
I sometimes find myself
Bateman
says.
wondering, ‘Will I ever graduate?’ 55
“On the
upside,
administration, which
though, it does give me more
added 22 extra hours that I
time to play ahead and look
would have to finish before
for a good job.”
I could graduate. So why
I have to agree with
am I complaining, you ask?
Bateman. It is unfortunate.
Because it is still unfortunate,
I sometimes find myself
that’s all.
wondering, will I ever
Most seniors who are not
graduate? Have I really been
graduating in May have valid
in school this long? What
excuses ranging anywhere
am I going to do once this is
from picking up another
all finally over? In a way, I
major or minor, to failing
have only myself to blame for
classes they needed in order
having to stay in school longer

to fulfill their major. These
excuses aside, it is still hard to
have to see and hear all your
fellow seniors basking in the
glory of graduating on time
while you watch and listen
painfully knowing you won’t
be.
While it is already to late
for me, Bateman, and many
others, my advice to younger
undergrads is simple, take at
least 15 hours, do not drop
courses, limit your play time,
and go to class (it’s the easiest
way to pass). Twelve hour
semesters are not going to
cut it. Trust me, I know. Do
this, and you will find yourself
happy and graduating on time
when that last semester finally
comes.

Good luck
on finals and
have a great
summer!

Sincerely,
the
Fontbanner
Staff
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Carless in St. Louis
by Dan O’Keefe,
Reporter
Having a car in
St. Louis is a necessity.
Unfortunately for me, chronic
thriftiness has left me without
one indefinitely. When I
first came to the University,
I didn’ think that this would
be a problem. I figured that 1
could take the Metrolink and
the bus around to wherever I
wanted to go. I assumed that
some sort of logic and reason
would be applied to the public
transportation system of St
Louis since transportation is
such an important part of an
urban environment. However,
this turned out to be an
incorrect assumption.
When riding the
Metrolink, I came to the
conclusion that the system

must have been designed by
insane infants. That is really
the only explanation for the
complete lack of logic of the
Metrolink. One of the busiest
stations is under a bridge next
to a chemical plant and there
several stations in the middle
of gigantic empty parking lots.
Also, the Metrolink stations
are never close to anything.
They are always close to
being close to something. The
Maplewood station is a perfect
example.
The
Metrolink
station is on Manchester about
1 /2 mile away from downtown
Maplewood, just far enough
away to be irritating. I could
almost walk there in the
time it takes me to go to the
University City station, wait
for the train, and walk the few
blocks down Manchester so
the only purpose the station

serves is to insult me.
Taking the bus is even
worse. Unlike the Metrolink,
you can get basically anywhere
in St Louis but by the time that
the bus gets there, you probably
could have walked there and
back. The bus routes usually
drive on seemingly random
circular paths that often change
depending on what time of the
day it is. The number 1 bus that
passes Fontbonne is a perfect
example. When I am feeling
masochistic, I take this bus to
Kayak’s on Skinker and Forest
Park Parkway. Sometimes I
get there and back in about
15 minutes, but sometimes,
the bus will change direction
without warning and I will end
up in Downtown Clayton and
have to walk back 2 miles.
I decided that it
wasn’t worth the aggravation

Movin’:
The Upside to Dormatory Dwelling
by Courtney Schofield,
Reporter

My freshman year was the
first time that I had ever lived
anywhere that was not my
home, Ihe University dorms
were not perfect, but one 12foot by 11 -foot room was all
mine—to be shared, of course.
My own stomping grounds
gave me a renewed sense of
independence and satisfaction.
Sure, I had to walk down the
hall to use the bathroom, but
finally getting there seemed
to make it more worth it. I
could go outside at 3:00 a.m.,
and drive to White Castle for
no other reason than because I
could, and because no one was
going to stop me.
As with most things,
though, the excitement of
these novelties has since faded.

This school year, 1 was placed
in Medaille Hall.
Though
a big improvement from St.
Joseph’s Hall, something is
still missing—basic things
like a personal kitchen, an allinclusive at all times visitor’s
pass, the right to hammer
nails anywhere I want, a place
to stay during Christmas and
summer, and about 500 square
feet.

I went to my financial aid
meeting recently. Initially, I
had planned on being able to
live alone in an apartment,
but the numbers did not
agree. Instantly, my dream
was crushed.
Luckily, my
cousin owns a three-bedroom
house in Charlack that rents
for $600, and I probably have
two friends (I guess I will find
out). Unfortunately, it might
not look like a house straight
out of an Urban Outfitters
magazine, as I had hoped that
it might. Actually, it will likely
look quite different from an
Urban Outfitters ad.
One
friend who plans on moving in
with me has a couch made of
denim. Plus, the house does
not have any exposed brick, or
any brick for that matter,
However, I am still convinced
that dorm life is no longer for
me, and that bachelor pad life
is. I’m probably not responsible
enough for a non-supervised
living space, but I know that
I’m much too responsible for a
dorm. Plus, I think my parents
want to turn my room at home
into a bathroom, and every
winter, spring, and summer
break, I kind of damper their
plans by returning.

I really don’t have anything
against the dorms, especially
because I never have to find a
parking space in the morning.
Additionally, I can make my
schedule so that it has large
gaps between classes, so that
I can study before my next
class in the privacy of my own
room—and by study, I mostly
mean sleep, or watch “King of
the Hill,” both of which are
equally as valuable as studying.
Sadly, these things will not
happen when I move out. I
also probably will not have nice
things like furniture, blinds or
food, which the University
always supplies.

I am not alone in my
decision to no longer use
campus housing.
Many
students, specifically those who
are currently Sophomores, are
preparing to make their own
transitions, though, many of
them are unsure of where that
transition will take them. That
especially applies for me.
Regardless of my doubts,
one thing is certain—party at
my house, August 2009.

to take public transportation
and decided to find a different
solution. I brought my bike
from home and parked it
in the bike rack outside
of Medaille. For a while,
everything was alright and I
was able to get around with
ease. Unfortunately, I did not
think about the consequences
of a metal bike being parked
in an uncovered bike rack.
Within a few months my bike
was too rusty to ride. I was
determined to not be defeated
by the elements and found a
new bike in a trash can by my
house. The bike was designed
in Britain so I figured that
it would be impervious to
moisture. This turned out to
be a correct assumption and
the bike sailed along smoothly.
The only problem with the
bike was that it didn’t have

any brakes, so I was forced to
jump off the bike like a maniac
when I needed to stop. After a
few moths, I saved up enough
money to install some brakes
and everything was fine.
However, my joy was short
lived because my bike got
stolen a few days later.
Now I am forced to
rely on my charm alone for
transportation. I am usually
able to convince people to give
me a ride whenever I need to
go someplace. When I first
started this tactic, it was pretty
effective, but it seems that
people quickly tire of spending
their hard earned gas money
to finance my laziness so it
looks like I will have to join
a monastery. I am pretty sure
that monks have no use for
transportation.

“Non-Trads” Reflect on
Time Spent After
High School
Like many American
teens, I wanted nothing to do
with classes or homework or
detention after high school,
and decided higher education
was most certainly not for
me. I was one of the students
about whom teachers would
lament because of my wasted
potential.
However, at the ripe old age
of 28, I became what’s known
as a “nontraditional” student.
Oooh.
Nontraditional
sounds
so
independent,
unconventional, and painfully
unique. But what does it mean
in the academic community?
In a word, old. Much like
elderly people are called
“mature,” we are christened
“nontraditional.” According
to Chris Gill, Director of
Student Development, the
only characteristic defining
us is that we are 25 or older.
Gill hosts a luncheon each
year to determine how well the
University is meeting the needs
of us nontrads. And apparently
we do have different needs.
“Nontraditional students
aren’t looking for a dance or
a game show. They’re fine
with what happens on campus
but they’re more interested in
resources.” Gill says nontrads
are more concerned with
campus ATMs and extended
cafeteria hours than oncampus activities. Gill enjoys

working with nontraditional
students because they tend to
be more assertive, and can get
more accomplished.
Like many nontrads, I did
a brief stint at community
college
back
in
Bill
Clinton’s presidency (pre
impeachment), but came to
the conclusion that I had some
serious misbehaving to do and
that school was a hindrance.
Fulfilling employment was not
a priority, thus I held a wide
assortment of jobs that were far
from fulfilling, some of them
barely even tolerable. While
not all of them were miserably
abhorrent, neither did they
satisfy any feeling of service
to the global community I
developed at some point along
the way. Here is the short
list: in addition to the myriad
secretarial/office worker gigs
I keep returning to, I’ve been
a sexually-harassed waitress
and hostess, Taco Bell cashier
(this included cleaning the
demoralizing task of cleaning
the men’s bathroom every
morning), perfume sprayer,
grocery store cashier, movie
concession worker (they made
us reuse day-old popcorn!), call
center employee, “performance
artist,” deli worker (where I had
the pleasure of slicing hulking
knobs of meat: a particularly
“Non- Trads ” cont’d on p. 12
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Fontbanner Editor Begrudgingly Bids Farewell to Fontbonne,
Remains Hopeful as Graduation Approaches That She’ll Fail a Class and Get to Stay,
Writes Long Headline to Postpone Imminent Goodbyes
by Krista Brown,
Editor-in-Chief

cherry blossoms bloom into
an explosion of beautiful baby
pink. Absolutely. Lovely. Those
are the days that students burst
forth from their dorm rooms,
shake the winter off themselves,
and engage in games of wiffle
ball in the Meadow or kite
flying in the driveway. Campus
is alive with laughter—cliche,
I know, but true nonetheless!
It’s the kind of atmosphere
that makes you want to skip
class.. .especially when doubly
attacked by Senioritis. Don’t
scoff: it’s a real disease, and
many suffer each spring.
Ihere are certain spots
around campus that hold
a special place in my heart,
too. Like Sarah Schu’s office
in Campus Ministry, where
I’ve spent a lot of time on her
slightly-tattered but absolutely
perfect black-and-white couch
(a great contrast to her lime
green walls, by the way), either
catching a cat nap, getting
great guidance, or taking part
in a deep spiritual discussion.
Speaking of spiritual—another
great place on campus is Doerr
Chapel. I’ve always thought it
was absolutely beautiful, and
lately, I’ve come to appreciate
it even more. Another fun
place is the DSAC...so many
memories! And I was around
before the DSAC Caf’ was
remodeled—trust me, it looks
much better now. It always
smells like fries and has the
most delicious wraps, and the
added bonus is that, while
you’re waiting for those fries
and wraps, you can pop into
good of Chris Gill’s office and

So. It’s been four (very
short) years since my
freshman
orientation
at
Fontbonne University. Right
about now, I’m looking like
Tom from “Tom and Jerry,”
being dragged forcefully from
my comfortable University
home, leaving claw marks on
the hardwood floor as I go.
While many people anxiously
await graduation day, I
childishly plug my ears with
my fingertips and holler “LA
LA LA” every time anyone
brings it up. If you think
that’s bad, you don’t want to
know what I do when people
ask me what I’m doing after
graduation. Puh.
And after four years of
working on the staff of the
Fontbanner, I figured it’s about
time I write a column—one
final “goodbye” to the place
I ve loved (and, at times,
loathed... mostly
during
finals week, or that semester
I took college algebra. And
then that semester I re-took
college algebra).
During one of my plugup-ears-and-scream-la-la-la
moments, I started thinking
about all of the things I’ll
miss about Fontbonne. So,
here is a sketch of my stream
of consciousness:
One of my favorite times
on campus is in early spring,
during the first few days
of 60-something degree
weather, when the Meadow
becomes greener and the

say hello!
A lot of what I’ll miss about
Fontbonne has to do with my
roommates and my experience
with living in my Southwest
Hall apartment for this waytoo-quickly completed senior
year. It makes me think about
a past FAB event, in which
the featured comedian said
something along the lines
of, “If you didn’t know your
roommates before you moved
in, and you became friends, you
weren’t lucky...God oversaw
your
room
assignments!”
Well, I can say—jokingly and
seriously—that God definitely
did oversee my rooming
assignment.
I have spent so many
countless hours
in
our
“common area,” lounging on
the couch with my roommates,
each of us with a laptop in front
of us, the TV on something
like “Jon & Kate Plus 8” or
“CSI: Miami,” with bits of
good conversation during
commercials or homework
(a.k.a. Facebook perusing)
breaks.
Then, there are the hilarious
moments, when we’re caught
in an extreme fit of laughter,
either in response to a ridiculous
commercial or a particularly
juicy piece of unbelievable
(but so believable!) gossip.
And the notes. I have received
so many notes and cards from
my “girls,” ranging from “Hey,
I made peppermint coffee,
enjoy!” left on the bathroom
sink in the morning to a
heartfelt thank-you card left
on the desk in my bedroom or

“Non-Trads” cont’d from p. 11
loathsome chore for a vegan),
holiday gift courier, cheese
department
worker
(the
“cutting the cheese” jokes from
my friends and family never
got old); oh, and I almost
forgot about a couple jobs I
got but never showed up for:
telemarketer and cage dancer/
cocktail waitress.
Thanks to the other two
nontrads on the Fontbanner
staff,
David
Dickerson
— previously a “professional
fast-food worker” — and Jill
Rice — former retail ninja - we
have compiled a Top 10 list to
summarize our activities while
on academic hiatus. Note that

we did not actually engage in
all of these activities, but other
nontraditional students might
have.
Top 10 things nontraditional
students were doing in the
meantime:

10.

finding ourselves

9.
travelling
places

to

cool

peace corps/Americorps

6.

5.
attempting to live
out rock star delusions
4.
settling
down,
maybe

3.
finding
unseemly
employment, you know, the
kind that doesn’t offer 401k
2.

8.
pyramid
schemes
(it sounded like a win-win
scenario!)

7.

saving

the

world:

having kids

ummmm.. .we forget

1.
partying
(you’re
really shocked, aren’t you?)

a “Welcome Home, Roomie!”
taped to my door after a long
weekend or break. I have quite

great
organizations
and
events, the beautiful campus,
the incredible people, and
the strong sense of
community.
I will miss Sunday
night Mass, Disciple
on Tuesdays, FISH
Tent Events, Mystery
Masquerades
and
Spring Formals (some
one ask me back as a
date next year, please!),
my sophomore year
playing
lacrosse,
playing frisbee in the
hallway of the 3rd
floor of East (sorry if
I got you in trouble,
B.Moore!), Metanoia
Senior andEditor-in-Chief Krista Brown, retreats, and those
while proud ofher accomplishments, is
looong nights when
NOT happy to be graduating, because it me and my friend,
will mean leaving her Fontbonne “home”. Kristi, would stay
up and talk during
a collection of these priceless
overnight stays in her dorm
pieces of paper, and I will
room freshman and sophomore
cherish them always.
year. There are so many more
Of course, those are just
wonderful memories from
a few things that have been
these past for years; my advice
wonderful about my apartment
to you is to cherish your time
and my roomies. (Others
here,
don’t postpone getting
include: Mary’s surprise 21st
involved on campus, and come
birthday party, the pajama
to events...you will meet new
party girls’ night featuring
people, have a good time, and
pizza and Mary-Kate and
create memories of your own.
Ashley movies, dance parties,
I absolutely love Fontbonne
and that one night I gave Sara
University, and I am very, very,
a 2-hour “personality quiz”—
very sad to leave “home.”
that, at the end, I revealed to
P.S. Hey, Fontbonne, if
her was a personality profile for
you’re just as sad about my
eharmony.com. What? A girl
departure as I am, you could
can’t try to play cupid?).
always just hire me on! Think
And there are so many
about it!
other great things about the
What? You can’t blame me
University in general—the
for trying.
wonderful professors, the
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